
 
The Student Court 

Letter of Interpretation 
April 4, 2011 

All Members of the E-Board and Senate,  
 

On March 21, 2011, the Student Court was presented with an appeal letter addressing the 
issue of “supporting each other financially,” with the monetary cap of $500. The Student Court 
did not deem this appeal fit to proceed through a court hearing, but it did come to our attention to 
interpret Election Code Section IV.C.2 which states that “Candidates for President and Vice-
President have the option of running on the same ticket.” 
 

In accordance to SGA Constitution Article VI.6.6 and the Judicial By-laws Section 2.A., 
the Student Court has jurisdiction of all cases of interpretation and disputes. 

 
With a unanimous 4-0 vote, with Chief Justice Harris D. Brown, Justice Brittany Hunter, 

Justice Richsonia Hamilton, and Justice Darius R. Kelley present, the Student Court interpreted 
that Election Code Section IV.C.2 conflicts with SGA Constitution Article XI.5, which states 
that “The position of Student Government Association President and Vice-President are 
separate, and candidates must file and be elected specifically for either of these positions.” The 
Student Court also interpreted that “have the option of running on the same ticket” means that 
the candidates have the option of campaigning together, which a full charge of the campaign 
item would be accrued on both accounts of the candidates who had their name, pictures, or signs 
together on the respective campaign materials, but when it comes to the ballot they must be 
voted on separately. If this were not the case, it would bring confusion amongst the candidates 
and voters when it comes to those who choose not to run on the same ticket, unless there is an 
even amount of candidates on the same ticket which in that case you may “actually run on the 
same ticket,” on the ballot. The Student Court also deemed that the candidates may continue to 
be charged separately for this year’s 2011 Spring Election, but must be charged in the manner 
stated above, for all elections after this year’s 2011 Spring Election, if any candidate is to 
campaign together.  

 
If you do not agree with this interpretation, you are free to file an appeal with the Student Court, 

which you will be notified within forty-eight (48) hours if the appeal was denied or accepted.  
 
 
Harris D. Brown 
Student Government Association 
Chief Justice 09-11 


